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INTRODUCTION 


This year’s review covers the first full year of the department's 
work under the present Curator of Western Manuscripts, 
appointed in September 1991. It is a pleasant duty to pay 
tribute to the hard work of the previous curator, Dr Richard 
Palmer, who not only made major inroads into the huge 
backlog of cataloguing he inherited, the fruit of which will 
shortly appear in print, but also organised the boxing of the 
entire collection and supervised its transfer to new premises. 
In addition he greatly expanded the flow of new acquisitions, 
which had been relatively few from World War fi until 1983, and 
the department can now justifiably claim to house the most 
important specialist manuscript collection in the world for the 
history of British medicine. 


We should like to thank a number of people who have helped 
during the year. Dr Andrew Barlow kindly arranged for the 
papers of his grandfather, Sir Thomas Barlow, to be gifted to 
the Wellcome Institute, where they had been held on deposit 
since early 1991. The Council of the British Medical 
Association, through their Librarian Tony McSean and his 
assistant Penelope Bonnet, generously donated an interesting 
collection of manuscripts from the BMA library. Other gifts of 
documents were received from Lieutenant-Colonel M. B. 
Portman, Paul Taylor, A. J. Greenstreet (via the National 
Maritime Museum), P. Cowen, and Derby Museum and Art 
Gallery, to all of whom we express our thanks. In addition we 
gratefully acknowledge the advice and support received from 
Wellcome Institute staff and other scholars during the year, 
especially Drs Christopher Lawrence and Roy Porter of our 
own academic unit, and Dr Peter Jones, Librarian of King’s 
College, Cambridge. Among library staff we should like to 
mention in particular Miss Tracey Wickham, who has 
processed our letters, lists and memos with unfailing efficiency. 


ACCESSIONS 


Manuscripts 


Acquisitions made during the year have ranged in date from 
the seventeenth to the twentieth centuries and connect with 
many areas of interest in the clinical and social history of 
medicine. 


We have acquired the surviving papers of Robert Whytt (1714- 
66), physician and neurologist, who was appointed Professor 
of the Theory of Medicine at the Edinburgh Medical School in 
1746. Whytt played an important part in the rise of this school, 
which by the end of the century had supplanted Leiden as 
Europe's leading medical faculty. Hitherto he has been known 
to scholars principally through his published works, particularly 
Observations on... diseases ... called nervous, hypochondriac 
or hysteric (Edinburgh, 1764). The recent discovery of his 
papers provides the opportunity for a thorough reassessment 
of the career of this important figure, who has long been 
regarded as one of the most significant contributors to the 
development of modern neuroscience. 


The papers span Whytt’s entire working life, ranging from 
student lecture notes of the 173Cs to manuscripts of published 
and other works of the 1760s. Among highlights may be noted 
some letters from Sir John Pringle commenting on an early 
draft of the Observations, and the case history of the last 
illness of the architect William Adam, father of Robert Adam, in 
1748. Pringle’s letters are remarkable for their candour, as he 
endeavoured to rescue Whytt from solecism or obscurity in 
exposition. He even corrected his younger correspondent’s 
spelling mistakes. At one point, commenting on Whyftt’s 
recommendation that sufferers from stomach or bowel 
complaints of a nervous origin contemplate the therapeutic 
value of a sea voyage, he countered that ‘had | never heard of 
the good effects of the sea but seen the agony some people 


undergo whilst on shipboard | should have been ready to 
conjecture that it was a kind of life the most likely of any to 
ruin the best alimentary canal in the world’. Whytt was naive 
to expect patients, particularly women, who more commonly 
suffered from such complaints, to try such a cure as if one 
were recommending a trip to Bath or Tunbridge Wells. 


Apart from illuminating Robert Whytt himself his papers are 
important for the light they shed on contemporary 
developments in medical education in Britain, and particularly 
the early growth of the Edinburgh Medical School. It is well 
known that by the end of the 18th century Edinburgh was 
preeminent as a centre for medical training. The processes by 
which the position was achieved are less clear. The papers 
include notes of lectures attended and given by Whytt from 
about 1731, barely five years after the foundation of the 
Medical School. Some of his lectures can be dated in the 
precise day on which they were delivered. One was given in 
an unidentified medical club, possibly the earliest reference we 
have to a type of institution known to have had a special role 
in the development of medical thought in Edinburgh. Perhaps 
most important for the history of medical education are 
substantial fragments of Whytt’s commentaries on Boerhaave’s 
Institutiones medicae and his own manuscript ‘institutions’ 
probably intended for the instruction of students. 


The Whytt papers have been catalogued as MSS.6858-6880. 
A fuller description of the contents by Keith Moore can be 
found in Medical History, vol.37 (1993), no.1. 


The influence of Edinburgh runs like a /eitmotiv through many 
of the 18th and 19th century holdings of the department of 
Western Manuscripts, and the purchases made during the year 
have proved no exception. Apart from the Whytt papers we 
have acquired transcripts of clinical lectures by John 
Rutherford, Professor of Medicine at Edinburgh, given in 1749 
(MS.6888), and records relating to William Currie of Chester 
(M.D. 1770) and William Clapham of Yorkshire (M.D. 1775) 


(MSS.6908 and 6928), examples of the Edinburgh trained 
physicians who increasingly populated the English provinces. 
In particular the Army and Navy relied more and more heavily 
on Edinburgh men, like William Godfrey Deane (M.D. 1803) 
and Wyville Smith (d.1827), surgeon to the Royal Regiment of 
Artillery, who are also represented among our acquisitions this 
year. Indeed Edinburgh pioneered the formal teaching of 
military medicine when a chair of Military Surgery was 
established in 1806. This was held from 1825 to 1855 by Sir 
George Ballingall, a small collection of whose papers we have 
purchased (MS.6905). 


The great range of climate and service conditions endured by 
the British army in the 19th century ensured that the army’s 
medical staff confronted a more diverse set of demands on 
their professional expertise than any comparable service in the 
world. Ballingall drew upon this wealth of experience to furnish 
his lectures with case histories and other materials relating to 
tropical diseases (he was himself a former regimental surgeon 
in India), fevers, ulcers, surgical techniques, military hygiene, 
and venereal disease. Because Ballingall was interested in the 
progressive and the new his papers as a whole give an 
impression of the army's medical service which is very far from 
the stereotypical image of the field of Waterloo and the Crimea. 
There is for example an account by David Drumbreck, surgeon 
of the 72nd Highlanders, of his performing a lithotomy under 
ether anaesthetic in c.1848. On ihe other hand Archibald 
Graham, surgeon at Bombay, had correctly surmised before 
1847 that the guinea worm, from which he had suffered 
himself, was a waterborne parasite. He wrote to Ballingall 
enclosing a specimen extracted from his own leg. Mercifully 
perhaps the specimen has not been preserved. Nevertheless 
obscurantism lurked beneath the surface. Among Ballingall’s 
correspondents blood letting was routinely resorted to for 
various conditions from fever to ophthalmia. One doctor, 
commenting on some hospital statistics in relation to an 
outbreak of Gibraltar fever in 1828, noted that they ‘would 
seem to shew that the mild treatment with castor oil and 


imperial drink succeeds better than that of mercury and 
bleeding; but | am told the faculty are agreed, although to the 
opprobrium of their art, that those patients recovered best, 
who were not attended by any medical man at all.’ 


We have been fortunate in receiving the manuscript collection 
of the British Medical Association Library, comprising fourteen 
volumes and some loose materials, mainly containing lecture 
notes. The earliest dated item is a short but vivid account of 
the activities of a Sussex medical practitioner named George 
Willett, in the form of ‘observations’ by his erstwhile associate 
or apprentice Nicholas Gaynsford, compiled in 1712-13 
(MS.6919). Gaynsford’s motive in compiling the dossier is not 
clear but his purpose seems to be to demonstrate the 
professional competence of Willett, often in contrast to local 
rivals, such as the doctors who failed to cure a Lewes man 
‘sorely afflicted with hiccough’, who was successfully treated 
by a journeyman shoemaker. Some conditions were beyond 
even Willett’s skills, like the fractured skull of a Hartfield 
poacher with ‘som of ye Braine ... discharged’ which required 
the attentions of a former sea-surgeon from Riverhead, Willett 
‘himself never seeing such a piece of worke done’. When 
every allowance is made for the partiality of the record it 
remains an important document, located as it is in just that 
period when the general practitioner was emerging from the 
old tripartite model of physician, surgeon and apothecary. 


The other former BMA manuscripts include notes of lectures 
by John Gregory, c.1770 (MSS.69 15-6916), Colin MacKenzie 
and Percivall Pott, c.1770 (MS.6922), Joseph Else, 1775 
(MS.6918), and William Hunter, c.1775 (MS.6917); case notes 
relating to patients treated by James Gregory at the Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary in 1801 (MS.6920); notes on ‘interesting cases’ 
by the Brighton surgeon Thomas Blaker, 1872-85 (MS.6923):; 
papers by William Ford Robertson, pathologist to the Scottish 
asylums, on the pathology of mental disease, 1890-1903 
(MSS.6924-6927); and the medical diary of a Derbyshire 
surgeon V. J. Greenhough, 1897-1902 (MS.6921). 


The oldest manuscript purchased during the year is a medical 
receipt book of about 1650, a particularly fine example of a 
genre already well represented in the Wellcome collection, and 
almost certainly the work of a woman (MS.6812). Such 
compilations provide important evidence for the history of 
popular medical practice, attitudes to health, disease and the 
body, as well as wider social questions in the early modern 
period. Few are the work of professional medical practitioners, 
although they might include prescriptions and remedies culled 
from published sources or derived from _ professional 
consultations. They were intended as practical manuals of 
domestic health care and were often compiled by women, 
whose household duties, responsibility for children and 
invalids, and propinquity to the kitchen and kitchen garden 
encouraged such interest and activity. The range of ailments 
covered reminds us how much contemporary medical care 
depended on self help, particularly in the countryside. 
Everything from ‘stinking breath’ to scurvy was grist to the 
compiler’s mill, the whole apparently infused with the timeless 
principle that if it tastes foul it must do some good. 


We have made an interesting addition to our large collection 
of Jenneriana. In 1800 a letter from the German physician 
Johann Juncker to Dr George Pearson, founder of the Vaccine 
Pock Institution in London, requesting a specimen of cowpox 
matter for use in Halle, was printed in The Medical and 
Physical Journal. A rather rough translation from the original 
Latin was made by an anonymous hand soon afterwards in the 
back of an old account book, which we purchased this year 
(MS.6914). It has since become clear that the hand belonged 
to Edward Jenner, whose differences with Pearson over his 
proprietorial claims to the discovery of vaccination are well 
known. Ironically Pearson had already unwittingly supplied 
contaminated vaccine within England, leading to some cases 
of serious illness and even death. The fate of the children of 
Halle whom Juncker wished to inoculate is not known. 


An early supporter of vaccination was the surgeon John 


Abernethy (1764-1831), transcripts of a number of whose 
lectures have been acquired this year (MSS.6881 and 6906). 
Abernethy was noted for his colourful exposition and the bluff, 
anecdotal style of his delivery is evident in the transcripts. A 
recurring theme is the relation of external symptoms of disease 
to general internal health and particularly the proper working 
of the digestive system. Surgical intervention was as likely as 
not to disturb the body’s equilibrium and Abernethy notes for 
example that a woman on whom he operated for breast cancer 
promptly became constipated ‘tho’ | think she took medicine 
enough to have purged a regiment of Dragoons’, and ended 
with a bad fit of gout. 


Other nineteenth century acquisitions made during the year 
echo something of the astonishing range and depth of the 
manuscript inheritance bequeathed by Sir Henry Wellcome. 
We have purchased the journal and commonplace book of a 
medical officer aboard HMS Salsette, a 36 gun frigate on patrol 
in the Eastern Mediterranean in 1811-12 (MS.6957). During an 
eventful career Salsette picked up Lady Hester Stanhope at 
Rhodes in February 1812, following her shipwreck. She came 
aboard wearing ‘a man’s dress’, in company with her party 
which included Charles Lewis Meryon, her physician and 
author of Travels of Lady Hester Stanhope (1846), which he 
founded in part on correspondence now in the Wellcome 
collection (MSS.5687-5689). A small collection of letters to 
William Thomas Brande (1788-1866), the chemist, covers 
subjects as diverse as metals for lighthouse construction and 
the dangers of tobacco smoke to teeth (MS.6827). Letters to 
the surgeon Robert Dunn (1799-1877) relate to phrenology and 
the structure of the brain (MS.6819). 


Two further acquisitions are additional to purchases and 
donations reported in previous annual reports. The 
department acquired the papers of Thomas Hodgkin (1798- 
1866), physician and philanthropist, in 1989 and 1990, together 
with papers of his father, John Hodgkin (1766-1845), father-in- 
law Luke Howard (1772-1864) and brother John Hodgkin 


(1800-1875). We have now added papers of another member 
of this remarkable Quaker family, in the form of letters to the 
historian Thomas Hodgkin (1831-1913), whose correspondents 
ranged from fellow scholars to politicians, churchmen and 
medical men. The papers of Dr Lyon Falkener concerning his 
service at Claybury Asylum, the Western Fever Hospital, 
Fulham, and the Metropolitan Hospital from 1893-1900 were 
reported on last year. To these has now been added material 
relating to his later post of Assistant Medical Officer to the 
Uganda Railway, including a printed report on the ‘sanitary 
aspect of the site of Nairobi Township’, which suggests that 
the railway planners could scarcely have selected a worse spot 
for the site of the future capital of Kenya. 


Charles Gordon, a Wellcome research student working on Sir 
John Pringle and British military medicine in the eighteenth 
century, sadly died in late 1990. We have been delighted to 
provide a home this year for his voluminous research notes, 
copies of contemporary letters and documents, and draft 
unfinished biography of Pringle. This generous gift from the 
Gordon family, through the agency of Mr Gordon’s stepson Mr 
Painton Cowen, will ensure that the fruits of Charles Gordon's 
important and painstaking labours are made available to future 
generations of scholars. 


Other manuscripts acquired during the year have included 
miscellaneous surgeon-apothecaries accounts, 1737-49; notes 
of medical lectures in Latin by an unidentified teacher, taken by 
one Richard Fisher, 1739; a heavily annotated copy of Dr Hugh 
Smith's Formulae medicamentorum (London, 1772); alate 18th 
century anti-venereal treatise from the French West Indies; the 
midwifery account book of a Northamptonshire medical 
practitioner, 1790-1804; copy instructions from Henry Dundas, 
Viscount Melville, to Jeremiah Fitzpatrick, Inspector General of 
Health for Land Forces, 1794; papers relating to the 
administration of the Scottish Hospital, Fleet Street, 1799-1843; 
letters and papers of the Medico-Botanical Society of London 
and of its chairman, Philip Henry, 4th Earl Stanhope, 1812-52; 


a medical recipe book reputedly compiled by Charlotte 
Hobhouse, 1824-67; the petition of James Marr Brydone, 
surgeon to HM Victualling Yard, Deptford, against the 
proposed reduction of his salary, 1833, with associated 
documents; letters to Sir Edward Henry Sieveking, 1847-96; 
letters to John Sloane, a Leicester physician, 1848-92; copy 
correspondence of Florence Nightingale on a case of 
misappropriation of army stores, 1856; and a contemporary 
copy of a report on the death of Major-General Sir Henry 
Havelock in India by Assistant Surgeon J. B. Collison, 1857. 


Autograph letters 


We continue to add to the Wellcome Institute’s large and 
varied collection of autograph letters. The earliest dated 
acquisition made this year is a letter of June 1673 from Sir 
Alexander Fraizer, Charles II's physician, to Thomas Clifford, 
1st Baron Clifford, on a suitable regime for the ailing 
statesman, in retirement at Tunbridge Wells. Whether Clifford 
followed the doctor's advice is not recorded but by September 
he was dead. Two items of royal interest purchased this year 
are a letter of Pennell Hawkings, surgeon to the Royal 
Household, on the iliness of Queen Charlotte and her 
treatment with tincture of rhubarb, 1766, and one of 1867 from 
Robert Cox, the phrenologist, to Theodore Martin, biographer 
of Prince Albert, noting that the latter often consulted the 
phrenologist George Combe between 1846 and 1850 ‘about 
the physical and mental education of some of the royal 
children, especially the Prince of Wales’. 


We have acquired a contemporary copy of an extraordinary 
letter of 1795 about appointments in the army medical service. 
The anonymous correspondent notes that appointments were 
in the gift of John Gunning and Thomas Keate (identified only 
by their initials), of the newly-formed Army Medical Board, and 
many received advancement by greasing the palm of Keate’s 
secretary, a certain Watkins, ‘a person ignorant of Physick and 


one so ill educated as not to be able to spell’. We have 
purchased several letters relating to the 1831/2 cholera 
epidemic, including one by Charles Greville, clerk to the Privy 
Council, complaining in June 1831 about alarmist articles in 
The Times: ‘the utmost exertions are making (sic) to prevent 
the possibility of the disease being brought here’. By October 
it had arrived. A letter by Sir Edwin Ray Lankester, the 
zoologist, refers in 1914 to the clamour for female suffrage 
which he thought had deeper causes than the mere desire for 
enfranchisement; women were fundamentally discontented and 
‘the vote was a bogus remedy’. An item of naval interest is a 
letter by Charles D. Pope, a surgeon on board HMS Exeter, 
referring to casualties at the Battle of the River Plate in 1939. 
Exeter's sick bay received 65 killed and 73 wounded during the 
battle, consisting mainly of compound fractures, mostly of the 
femur, and severe burns; the latter were effectively treated with 
tannic acid sprays. 


Other autograph letters acquired during the year have included 
letters by William Francis Ainsworth (1807-96), Thomas 
Attwood (1783-1856), Sir George Hilaro Barlow (1762-1847), Sir 
David Barry (1780-1835), John Chippendall Montesquieu 
Bellew (1823-74), Sir Anthony Carlisle (1768-1840), including 
one to Michael Faraday, Sir Charles Mansfield Ciarke (1782- 
1857), Sir Astley Paston Cooper (1768-1841), Sir John Rose 
Cormack (1815-92), Henry Earie (1789-1838), Sir Joseph 
Fayrer (1824-1907), Edward Fryer (1761-1826), Sir William 
Withey Gull (1816-90), Spencer Timothy Hall (1812-85), 
Rowland Hill (1744-1833), Sir Everard Home (1756-1832), Sir 
William Jenner (1815-98), Sir Oliver Joseph Lodge (1851-1940), 
Sir Thomas Longmore (1816-95), Sir Francis Milman (1746- 
1821), Henry Moreton, 2nd Earl of Ducie (1802-1853), Sir 
George Edward Paget (1809-92), Charles Henry Parry (1779- 
1860), Richard Partridge (1805-1873), Thomas Percival (1740- 
1804), Sir Richard Douglas Powell (1842-1925), Sir Richard 
Quain (1816-98), Sir George Henry Rose (1771-1855), 
Humphry Sandwith (1822-81), Sir Edward Henry Sieveking 
(1816-1904), John Spurgin (1797-1866), John Addington 
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Symonds (1840-93), and others. 


CATALOGUING AND LISTING 


Manuscripts 


129 manuscripts were catalogued during the year (MSS.68 12- 
6941), something under half of which were new accessions. 
In addition the staff of the department have continued to make 
inroads into the large backlog of uncatalogued material. 


Some of the most interesting of the earlier acquisitions thus 
brought to light relate to the history of tropical medicine and 
the European exploration of Africa. We have sorted and 
catalogued a small collection of letters and papers of James 
Ormiston McWilliam, surgeon on the Niger expedition of 1841, 
consisting mainly of letters received by McWilliam later in his 
career concerning tropical diseases, especially yellow fever 
(MSS.6829-6832). The expedition itself was ravaged by 
malaria, and there is a letter from Sir William Burnett, 
physician-general of the Navy, commiserating with McWilliam 
on the ‘dreadful effects of the passage of the delta of the river. 
You are aware’, he continued, ‘that | was not in the least 
sanguine as to the result from the first.’ The chief purpose of 
the 1841 expedition was to root out the slave trade at source, 
and evidence that McWilliam shared the humanitarian and 
evangelical-Christian preoccupations informing the venture is 
provided by the presence among his papers of an exercise 
book of Alexander Keith, ‘African boy’ (presumably a freed 
slave) who seems to have served as McWilliam’s assistant 
aboard HMS Scout in 1838-9. ‘Alick Keith, aged 14, ... could 
read the Bible and most other books; knew his catechism and 
wrote the annexed copy after fourteen months tuition during 
which he was my servant,’ wrote McWilliam in the volume, 
which contains lines of virtuous epigrams copied by his young 
protegé in an immaculate copperplate hand. 
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A large number of manuscripts of Sir James Cantlie (1851- 
1926), President of the Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and 
Hygiene, were included in S. A. J. Moorat’s printed catalogue 
of Western Manuscripts published in 1973 (MSS.1456-1499). 
Other papers of Cantlie acquired at the same time (1931) but 
ignored by Moorat have now been sorted and catalogued 
(MSS.6931-6941). They consist largely of letters and papers 
received by Cantlie as co-editor of the Journal of Tropical 
Medicine and Hygiene. Correspondents include Sir William 
MacGregor, governor of Lagos, George Nuttall, the 
bacteriologist, and the malaria specialist Sir Ronald Ross. In 
a letter of June 1901 Ross referred to the intellectual ‘piracy’ of 
the Italian zoologist Giovanni Battista Grassi, a rival claimant to 
the discovery of the method of transmission of the disease, 
whose questionable scientific methods had recently been 
revealed in an Italian publication. He felt Grassi’s exposure in 
England might cause a stir since he had won the Royal 
Society's Darwin Prize, but ‘several of us have determined to 
expose B. Grassi in the interests of science and we don't 
intend to mince our language either.’ In addition there are 
important papers, illustrations and maps relating to leprosy in 
the Far East. Among contributions to the Journal are three 
articles by Andrew Balfour, director of the Wellcome Tropical 
Research Laboratories, Khartoum. 


Sir Henry Wellcome took a particular interest in the Sudan, 
which he visited for the first time in 1900 and where, in addition 
to medical research facilities, he organised a major 
archaeological dig at Jebel Moya south of Khartoum. This 
interest no doubt explains his acquisition of sizeable quantities 
of letters of General Gordon and Lord Kitchener, most of which 
have never been published, but which we have sorted and 
catalogued this year (MSS.6894-6903). The Gordon letters, 
the more numerous of the two groups, span his entire career 
from 1856 to 1884 and shed light on the various powerful 
emotions which exercised this complex man. Many concern 
Gordon’s governorship of Equatoria province in southern 
Sudan. In October 1875 he reported that he had quickly 
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recovered from his first attack of ‘ague’ in thirty years with the 
help of ‘Warburg’s tincture’, a foul-tasting concoction (a 
mixture of quinine and morphia) which induced a heavy sweat. 
The experience had converted him to the medicine after initial 
scepticism, but he could not say that Warburg's had thereby 
proved itself the answer to tropical fever, for he was the only 
European in the province on whom he could test it. His Arab 
lieutenant would probably never have the self-discipline to 
refrain from drinking for three hours between doses as 
Warburg’s instructions required. As for his African troops they 
rarely suffered from fever anyway - ‘with the black soldier a 
couple of pills produces wonders like Warburg’s, he never 
comes again’. 


There is a less obvious connection between Henry Wellcome’s 
interests and the papers of Charles Beke (1800-1874), a minor 
English explorer of Abyssinia now largely forgotten. Beke’s 
widow sold his Abyssinian travel journals to the British 
Museum, together with a quantity of other papers and maps. 
The bulk of the residue was purchased by Wellcome and has 
now been sorted and catalogued (MSS.6833-6856). Beke had 
a varied career. In addition to African exploration he dabbled 
in the law, archaeology, biblical studies, local history, 
topography, genealogy, and politics. His wide-ranging 
interests brought him into contact with many leading scholars 
of his day, including Sir Charles Lyell, Sir Henry Rawlinson and 
Sir George Airy. African explorers represented in the collection 
include Heinrich Barth, Edward Vogel and Mansfield Parkyns. 
Ever an ally of lost causes Beke spent his middle years as 
secretary of the short-lived National Association for the 
Protection of Industry and Capital throughout the British 
Empire, an anti-Free Trade body. His last journey was to Sinai 
with his wife in 1873 to discover the actual location of the 
Israelites’ crossing of the Red Sea and the biblical Mount Sinai, 
a preoccupation with biblical geography which recalls General 
Gordon’s obsession with the location of Calvary. 


Sir Henry Wellcome’s collecting activities spanned the world, 
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particular energy being devoted in the inter-war years to 
acquiring letters, papers and memorabilia of continental 
scientists and intellectuals. Among the latter represented in 
our cataloguing this year have been a handful of central 
European figures of considerable interest and stature, including 
Andreas von Ettingshausen (1796-1878), Professor of Physics 
at Vienna; Joseph Redtenbacher (1810-1870), a student of 
Julius von Leibig at Giessen and later Professor of Chemistry 
at Vienna; Salomon Stricker (1834-1898), Hungarian-born 
Professor of Experimental Pathology at Vienna; Leopold von 
Sacher-Masoch (1836-1895), Austrian novelist and source of 
the term ‘masochist’; Ernst Fleischl von Marxow (1846-1891), 
physiologist and sometime pupil of both Ettingshausen and 
Redtenbacher; the physicians Edward Albert (1841-1900) and 
Julius von Hochenegg (1849-1940); and the bacteriologist Karl 
Fraenkl (1861-1915). 


Other manuscripts catalogued during the year have included 
documents concerning the imprisonment of Archibald 
Cameron, physician and Jacobite, 1755; correspondence of 
James Currie, Liverpool physician, 1780-1804 (including letters 
to Erasmus Darwin); letters and orders from the Navy 
Victualling Board on the provisioning of ships, 1788-1815 
(including some addressed to Admiral William Cornwallis); 
documents relating to Sir John MacAndrew, Inspector General 
of Military Hospitals, 1808-59; documents relating to the 
Morgan family, surgeon-apothecaries of Lichfield, 1815-61; 
papers of Sir Evan Nepean, governor of Bombay, on trade in 
the Middle East, 1816-19; certificates and other papers of the 
surgeons T. H. Harrison, 1821-43, and Christopher Martin, 
1887-1927, and of the physician William Mansell-MacCulloch, 
1866-74; correspondence and papers of Charles Hunter on 
subcutaneous injection, 1862-8; papers on the case of General 
Sir Archibald Hunter, wounded in Egypt in 1885, 1886-1902; 
correspondence on the claim of G. W. Hambleton to have 
discovered a cure for consumption, 1894-1912; 
correspondence and papers of J. B. Hurry on publications, 
1922-9; and papers of H. C. H. Candy, consulting analyst to 
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the London Hospital, on poisoning and suicide cases, 1930-1. 


Five detailed handlists of manuscripts have been compiled 
during the year. Two relate to new accessions, namely to 
correspondence of Robert Dunn (MS.6819) and papers of Sir 
George Ballingall (MS.6905), and three to older acquisitions, 
correspondence of Sir Roderick Murchison (1792-1871), 
President of the Royal Geographical Society (MS.5220), 
Dionysius Lardner (1793-1859), scientific writer (MSS.5490- 
5491) and of Leopold von Sacher-Masoch (MS.6909). The last 
of these was compiled by Jens Lazarus, of the Karl-Sudhoff- 
Institut in Leipzig, during his study visit to the Wellcome 
Institute Library in the summer. In addition preliminary listing 
of the Cantlie letters (MS.6931) was undertaken by Lucy 
Stringer, an Exeter University undergraduate who spent two 
weeks with the Department in August to gain work experience. 
Kaye Bagshaw has completed her handlist of correspondence 
of Albert Lee Ward (MS.6243), mentioned in fast year’s report. 
There are now 22 handlists of Western Manuscripts available 
for consultation in the Library and via the National Register of 
Archives. 


Barlow papers 


The papers of Sir Thomas Barlow (1845-1945), physician and 
medical scientist, which have been generously donated to the 
Welicome Institute by his descendants, are currently being 
sorted and will eventually be catalogued and indexed as a 
separate collection outside the manuscript sequence, in view 
of their variety and bulk. 


The papers are proving to be of as much interest for the light 
they shed on Barlow’s social relations as on his clinical and 
research work. Often the two came together as when he was 
invited to dine with Jean Charcot on a visit to Paris in 1878, 
and found himself in company with the French statesman 
Gambetta, who showed great interest in ‘some odd pictures 
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etc which Charcot had picked up of Hysteria in the Middle 
Ages’. By the late 1890s Barlow was well established as a 
society physician and the names of his correspondents read 
like a roll call of the late Victorian and Edwardian elite. His 
well connected and influential patients, including royalty, 
provided access to much political and social information and 
gossip, often retailed in letters to his wife. In 1904 for instance 
he learned a good deai about Lord Curzon’s views on race 
relations in India while treating the Vicereine for peritonitis. 
Indeed Lady Curzon was a long-standing patient and admirer, 
writing later that she ought to put up a statue to Barlow for 
saving her life. On the other hand Barlow’s social progression 
never entirely distanced him from ordinary patients, even if it 
more or less brought an end io his research career. His 
common touch was legendary and evidently an unusual 
endowment among Victorian physicians. A former colleague 
reminded Barlow of ‘those days at Charing Cross when | would 
find you in the midst of the squealing babies of untidy mothers 
and leave you with a sense of surprise and pity mixed’. 


Hodgkin family papers 


Work has continued on sorting and listing this important group 
of 18th-20th century papers, which includes the 
correspondence of Thomas Hodgkin (1798-1866). As with the 
Barlow papers the Hodgkin archive will remain as a free- 
standing collection outside the manuscript series, for reasons 
of complexity and bulk. Access to the new workroom in the 
refurbished Wellcome Building will allow more rapid progress 
to be made on both collections in future. As indicated above 
additional Hodgkin family letters have been acquired this year 
in the saleroom, and these have already been consulted by 
Thomas Hodgkin’s biographer Amalie Kass. To date listings 
of the correspondence of Thomas and his immediate family 
have been word-processed. 
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CONSERVATION 


Active conservation of the department’s holdings continues to 
be affected by the dislocation of the library’s own conservation 
section, following the move out of the Wellcome Building in 
1990. However, two manuscripts (MS.246 and MS.1638) were 
conserved by in-house staff working temporarily at West Dean, 
Sussex, and another (MS.572) treated by an _ outside 
conservator. 


Work has continued on the time-consuming process of refiling 
the autograph letters, a good deal of the progress made this 
year being achieved by Lucy Stringer. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Reprographic services have been disrupted by the 
reorganisation and staffing constraints of the photographic 
section. Only six Western Manuscripts were micro-filmed 
during the year 1991-2, a marked decline from 1990-1. Still 
images from the Department's collections continue to be much 
in demand, and are mainly provided from existing negatives 
held by the photographic section. 


READERS AND ENQUIRIES 


One hundred and seventeen individual readers consulted 
Western Manuscripts and/or Autograph Letters in the 
Wellcome Library during the year, a number making multiple 
visits. This was a significant increase in numbers over 1990- 
91, notwithstanding the closure of the Library for most of 
September. In addition some eighty-five postal enquiries were 
received. 


The subjects of research ranged widely over the Department's 
holdings. It was noticeable how the popularity of women’s 
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history led to increased interest in women in medicine, 
particularly during the early modern period. As a result we 
have compiled a guide to manuscripts in the collection for the 
history of women in medicine, which is now available in the 
Library. A copy has also been sent to the Fawcett Library. 
Other subjects of research included Michael Scot, Arnold of 
Villanova, English royal physicians, Augustus Lamb, the 
Sydenham Medical Club, leprosy in India, Florence Nightingale, 
Sir George Newman, Turkish baths, lunatic asylums, the 
history of medical ethics, the Mediterranean fleet under Nelson, 
gout, John Keats’ medical education, Jean Charcot and many 
more. In addition assistance was given to various special 
projects, including those for the publication of the 
correspondence of Charles Darwin and Michael Faraday, 
based at Cambridge University and the Royal Institution 
respectively, and the Index of English Literary Manuscripts, 
Reading. 


PAPERS AND PUBLICATIONS 


Keith Moore presented a paper at the _ bicentennial 
commemoration of John Herschel (1792-1871) at the Royal 
Society in May, entitled “Space and time forgot": John 
Herschel as a poet’. The proceedings are to be published 
shortly. Keith’s article on the papers of Robert Whytt will 
appear in Medical History, vol. 37 (1993), no.1. 


Considerable progress has been made during the year on 
preparation of a descriptive booklet on the Western 
Manuscripts, to be published as part of the ongoing series of 
Wellcome Library departmental guides. 


MEETINGS AND VISITS 


Dr Vivian Nutton used a number of Western Manuscripts to 
illustrate his talk to classics students from the University 


18 


College International Summer School in the library, and 
selected manuscripts were subsequently loaned for exhibition 
in University College Library. 


The Curator and Assistant Curator attended the bicentennial 
celebrations of Ticehurst House Hospital, Sussex, in July. A 
return invitation has been extended to staff of the Hospital to 
visit the Wellcome Building. Planning for an exhibition to mark 
the visit is in progress. 


MEDICAL ARCHIVES AND MANUSCRIPTS SURVEY 
(MAMS) 


The staff of the department continue to contribute to this 
survey, which is currently devoted to London repositories. 
Institutions covered during the year have included the Greater 
London Record Office, Royal Society, National Maritime 
Museum, Royal institution, Royal Society of Arts and Royal 
Asiatic Society. Work is in progress on manuscripts held by 
the Royal College of Physicians. The richness of some of the 
collections brought to light bodes well for the success of the 
final publication. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


An approach by the Curator to Lady Dalrymple-Champneys 
concerning the fate of her late husband’s papers led to the 
transfer of a small collection of papers of the obstetrician Sir 
Francis Henry Champneys (1848-1930) and of his son, Sir 
Weldon Dalrymple-Champneys (1892-1980) from the custody 
of the Oxford Wellcome Unit to the Wellcome Institute. Owing 
to the preponderance of twentieth century material in the 
collection it was passed in its entirety to the Contemporary 
Medical Archives Centre. 


A number of manuscripts from the BMA collection (BMA nos. 1- 
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6), comprising post-mortem reports by Ludwig Freyberger 
relating to London coroners’ cases, 1907-13, were likewise 
transferred to CMAC. 
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